
The Treasure of Lemon Brown Handout

Theme is the underline message or the moral of a story. It is what the author wants the reader to take in within themselves from the story. There is always a theme and sometimes there are two.  The theme is what the author is trying to convey. The character’s actions, interactions, and motivations all reflect the story’s theme. The theme  can also be a mood that you feel while reading the book.
Example 1:  In the book Harry Potter, the theme is that good always overcomes evil.


Example 2: In the book Charlotte’s Web, the theme is friendship because she helps a pig, named Wilbur.

Some ways to identify theme

· Look at the title. Sometimes the title might have some hints as what the theme might be.

· Do some critical thinking. You have to do some careful, close, attentive, deep thinking.
· Read the story once, then read the story twice to “mark” the text.

· Make connections between the different ideas. 
